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Median, Mode, and Range
The median, mode, and range are each numbers that describe a set of data.

 Book Reading

Friend
Number of  
books read

Jean 2

Raul 3

Sally 8

Jonathan 5

Haley 6

Kristen 3

Owen 1

1, 2, 3, 3, 5, 6, 8

  middle number � 3

Here is Eduardo’s survey of how many books 
his friends read last month.

What are the median, mode, and range of 
Eduardo’s survey?

Median: The median is the middle number in a 
set of data. To find it:

1.  Arrange the data in order  
from least to greatest.

2. Locate the middle number.

The median number of books read is 3.

Mode: The mode is the data value that occurs most often. To find it:

1. List the data. 1, 2, 3, 3, 5, 6, 8

2. Find the number that occurs most. 3

The mode of the books read by Eduardo’s friends is 3 books.

Range: The range is the difference between the greatest and least values. 
To find it:

1. Identify the greatest and least values. 8 and 1

2.  Subtract the least from the greatest value. 8 � 1 � 7

The range of the books read by Eduardo’s friends is 7 books.

 1. Find the median of this data set: 12, 18, 25, 32, 67.  

 2. Find the mode of this data set: 123, 345, 654, 123, 452, 185. 

 3. Find the range of this data set: 24, 32, 38, 31, 61, 35, 31.  


